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Martin Fletcher : Walking Israel: A Personal Search for the Soul of a Nation  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Walking Israel: A Personal Search for the Soul of a 
Nation: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Fabulous guide to Israeli peopleBy Gingit22Great read by an author 
who has lived and worked in Israel for 30 years. He has been the face of NBC news for 30 plus years as a reporter in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0312534825


hot spot areas of the Middle East. Who better to write a novel on "what Israel is really like".? You will enjoy the 
journey he takes you on! It's a history ride and a personal reflection on the author's life too!5 of 6 people found the 
following review helpful. Thoughtful / Personal take on Israel todayBy Michael BrochsteinMartin Fletcher tries to 
break out of his daily news bubble (he's a fulltime journalist) by taking a long end-to-end north-to-south walk along 
Israel's coast. He writes of the various people he meets, the places he visits and of the real (and serious) issues that 
these people and places conjure up. This is a thoughtful and personal take (with some relevant autobiographical / 
personal history) on the issues confronting Israel today from a very long time resident of the Israel (who married a 
Israeli and has raised kids there). This is not the view of Israel one gets from the tourist (or Jewish) oriented media nor 
is it the daily news cycle stream of hard news. There is no sugar-coating nor is there demonizing. Martin tries to get at 
the gestalt (the "soul") of Israel.This well written book can be a worthwhile read for all sorts of people. One that comes 
to mind is someone who is familiar with Israel but has mostly only seen it from the tourist or visiting student 
perspectives. This book takes you places (literally and otherwise) that you might not ever get to otherwise. For 
instance he relates first hand experiences with seriously polluted places and the ongoing serious pollution of various 
bodies of water as well as the air - something that most tourists and students in Israel are wholly unaware of. He also 
explores various and serious social issues. One does not need to have visited Israel to appreciate this book. Readers of 
all backgrounds should find it worthwhile.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Balanced report of a 
volatile country.By R. SternI cannot put this book down. It is a balanced report, I think, while opening your eyes to 
history.

From the much lauded author of Breaking News comes a version of Walking the Bible just for Israel. With its dense 
history of endless conflict and biblical events, Israel's coastline is by far the most interesting hundred miles in the 
world. As longtime chief of NBC's Tel Aviv news bureau, Martin Fletcher is in a unique position to interpret Israel, 
and he brings it off in a spectacular and novel manner. Last year he strolled along the entire coast, from Lebanon to 
Gaza, observing facets of the country that are ignored in news reports, yet tell a different and truer story. Walking 
Israel is packed with hilarious moments, historical insights, emotional, true-life tales, and, above all, great storytelling.

Extraordinarynothing else like it. There is no better guide. Indispensable for understanding Israel. Brian Williams, 
NBC NewsMartin Fletcher is more than the consummate journalist. He is a master storyteller. In Walking Israel he 
gives us a special gift - a real sense of himself and his passion for the land and the people who are much more than the 
sum of their conflicts. This book offers a sense of place about a country so many around the world love. David 
Gregory, Moderator, "Meet the Press"Th[e] kaleidoscope of perspectives allows readers to glimpse an Israel too 
complex to reduce to the familiar script of interethnic strife...A much-needed corrective to media stereotypes. 
BooklistSpectacular and unique. The Jewish Herald Voice This book is about the other Israel, the Israel that the news 
organizations... ignore on the way to covering yet another tragedy. Associated PressAbout the AuthorMARTIN 
FLETCHER is one of the most respected foreign correspondents in television news. He has won five Emmys, a 
Columbia University duPont award, and several Overseas Press Club awards. He spent the last thirty years as NBC 
News Bureau Chief in Tel Aviv. 


