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Mary Melvin Petronella : Victorian Boston Today: Twelve Walking Tours  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Victorian Boston Today: Twelve Walking Tours: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I am really enjoying learning so much about my hometown ...By 
Anthony F.I am really enjoying learning so much about my hometown - and I'm thrilled I had the opportunity to have 
it signed by the editor and my school friend, Mary Melvin Petronella.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. 
Offers the reader twelve truly outstanding "walking tours"By Midwest Book ReviewCompiled, edited, and organized 
by Mary Melvin Petronella for the New England Chapter of the Victorian Society in America, Victorian Boston Today 
offers the contemporary reader twelve truly outstanding "walking tours" that reveal Boston's Victorian cultural and 
architectural legacy. The tours comprising this traveler's compendium include: Boston's Nineteenth-Century 
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Waterfront (Pauline Chase-Harrell); Boston's South End: Mid-Nineteenth-Century Urban Planning and Architecture 
(Margaret Supplee Smith and Richard O. Card); Ethnic Diversity in the Victorian North End (Will Holton); The 
Commercial District with a Prior Look at Boston's Nineteenth-Century Charles Street Jail (Robert B. MacKay); 
Touring Through Time to the Heart of Back Bay: Boylston and Dartmouth Streets with Copley Square (Margaret 
Henderson Floyd); Boston's Victorian Authors: Thinkers in the Center of the Planet (Eguenia Kaledin and Mary 
Melvin Petronella); Black Heritage Trail (Sue Bailey Thurman et al.); Walking with Women in Victorian Boston 
(Patricia C. Morris); Charlestown in the Victorian Era: From the Completion of the Bunker Hill Monument to the 
Coming of the Main Line Elevated (Edward W. Gordon); Victorian Boston's Chocolate Village (Anthony Mitchell 
Sammarco); Victorian Jamaica Plain: Monument Square and Summer Hill (Edward W. Gordon); A Victorian 
Boulevard Preserved: Cambridge's Brattle Street (Charles Bahne). Enhanced with a wealth of illustrations, maps, 
lively historical anecdotes, landmarks, luminaries and landscapes, Victorian Boston Today is strongly recommended 
for life-long Boston residents seeking to learn more about the history of their city and community, as well as an 
invaluable resource for tourists, historians, and students of American architecture.

This lavishly illustrated guidebook to the many distinctive attractions of Boston's Victorian heritage provides the 
walker and the armchair traveler alike with delightful and enlightening discoveries of the city's remarkable treasure 
trove of nineteenth-century landmarks and luminaries. Designed and written by a diverse group of specialists in 
history, architecture, literature, and culture, the narrators of these twelve unique tours offer rich historical detail and 
engaging anecdotes about this vibrant period in Boston's past. Victorian Boston Today, edited by Mary Melvin 
Petronella for the New England Chapter of the Victorian Society of America, includes a beautifully drawn map for 
each tour, and contains such features as expanded descriptive captions for the profuse vintage illustrations, telephone 
numbers and web addresses for sites open to the public, directions between tour sites, information about public 
transportation, and a wealth of other practical enhancements and tips. From the South End's signature residential 
squares, to the Black Heritage Trail[registered], to Jamaica Plain's pastoral landscape, these walking tours vividly 
recapture the spirit of Victorian Boston. The guidebook will fascinate Boston's residents, tourists, and historians, and 
provide inspiration for the active preservation of the city's magnificent buildings and neighborhoods.
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