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Christopher Holshek : Travels with Harley: Journeys in Search of Personal and National Identity  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Travels with Harley: Journeys 
in Search of Personal and National Identity: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book is a must read!By HEBI was assigned to read this book 
for a college paper however after reading think book I can fully say that this is something I would definitely read in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1941758371


my spare time! Christopher Holshek is a very aspiring man with a heart to serve others. Throughout this book we are 
taken on a cross country journey and are given a clear example of what it means to be engaged and also what it mean 
to be an American. Travels with Harley is down to earth but also insightful and compelling at the same time. One of 
the messages I took away from this book is "we save ourselves by serving others" and I think that is something that 
we, as americans should all come to realize. You will find yourself laughing while also being intrigued by the amazing 
experiences Christopher Holshek encounters throughout his unforgettable adventure. Read this book!!!0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Contemplative and CerebralBy J. Beatty"Travels with Harley" started out pretty 
slow for me, but a little before midway through I started to really enjoy the book. The way that Colonel Holshek uses 
his civil affairs experience to explain what it means to be an American was really refreshing. I, for one, was just 
completely unaware that that side of the military even existed, learning about it I can see why it is so important 
though. The last few chapters, especially, were really good. And one of the main ideas of the book I really agreed with 
was that our country should be trying to use soft power whenever possible, saving hard power as a last resort. Also the 
way the Colonel talked about the importance of ideas and the way we present ourselves in wars, in addition to the idea 
that wars are about people and not just a defense budget or results on a paper; these things really resonated with 
me.The book also empowered me, giving me a fresh perspective on America and all the things I, as a citizen, can do to 
contribute to my country. I admit that I have been pretty cynical about our government as I have grown up, but this 
book encourages me not to be. For that I think Colonel Holshek, as well as for all his years of service for our country.1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. An engaging masterpiece!By Arnel P. DavidA wonderful and well-
written book about a journey across this great country that brilliantly flashes back to illustrate life lessons. The author's 
message on citizenship and service is timely against a backdrop of a rapidly changing world and global society. 
Readers are challenged to think broadly about identity, community, and the future.A truly splendid read by any 
standard. Chris Holshek is a warrior-scholar and leader of the first order. His combat experience and peacemaking 
efforts in his career are commendable and eclectic, providing valuable insights from a variety of missions and 
places.For those in the Civil Affairs community this a must read. Lots of historical context which is useful for 
professional growth and development.

Far more than an account of an 8,000 mile motorcycle adventure across the United States, Travels with Harley is a 
stirring memoir of an Army veteran's 30-year quest for peace, personal and national identity. Only through service to 
others, he learns, can Americans of all ages find their identity and step up to national and global citizenship, starting in 
their own communities, and move the country forward. As the nation struggles to find a pathway to its future, Colonel 
Holshek's positive and empowering message on citizenship, service, and social responsibility in and beyond America 
couldn't be more timely or needed. To promote national unity and help pass the baton of generational leadership, he 
has created the National Service Ride, a unique platform to connect youth to service learning, funded entirely through 
book sales. For more information, please visit www.nationalserviceride.net.

"In this multilayered memoir, body, mind, memory, machine, road, and scenery are linked and find balance... Travels 
with Harley is well worth the read for the journey it recounts." Margaret Sullivan, The Huffington Post"Travels with 
Harley is both a stirring memoir and a powerful call to find personal and national identity." The Motorcyclists 
Post"Travels with Harley could equally be titled, 'National Security and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance,' including 
a set of ruminations on the history, geography, politics, and personalities of the United States. It is never clear where 
Holshek is going next, literally and figuratively, but the trip is invariably insightful and refreshing." Anne-Marie 
Slaughter, Professor Emerita of Politics International Affairs, Princeton University, and President CEO, New America 
Foundation"In this riveting personal memoir that is one part memory and one part impressions from the seat of his 
beloved Harley, Colonel Chris Holshek takes us through both his fascinating career and his impressions of the nation 
he defended so well. Ride strong, and read this book!" Admiral James Stavridis (Ret.), Supreme Allied Commander at 
NATO 2009-2013, Dean of the Fletcher School at Tufts University, and Author of The Accidental Admiral"A well-
crafted memoir that captures the tone of our times yet embraces timeless elements that contribute to defining who we 
are. Given voice by one of those who lived it, his experiences and reflections on what it means to be American in these 
times are both penetrating and refreshingan antidote to pessimism and a reminder of what makes life worth living." 
General James N. Mattis (Ret.), United States Marine Corps"Travels with Harley is far more than a travelogue or a 
memoir. It is also a voyage of civil-military discovery that addresses the most critical lessons of Vietnam, Iraq, and 
Afghanistan that real peace means finding a level of national and community stability that can meet the psychological 
as well as physical needs of people in afflicted areas." Anthony H. Cordesman, Burke Chair in Strategy Center for 
Strategic and International Studies"Always thoughtful and often profound, Chris Holshek's observations are also 
exhilarating and inspiring. He is both a lucid historian and entertaining chronicler of his travels. However, his 
crowning achievement is his ability to editorialize on it all insightfully and controversially." Robert V. Sicina, 
Executive in Residence at the American University Kogod School of Business and Former President of American 
Express Bank Ltd.About the AuthorChristopher Holshek is a retired U.S. Army Civil Affairs colonel whose three 



decades of experience include the Balkans, the Middle East, and Africa. A leading Veterans for Smart Power member 
of the U.S. Global Leadership Coalition, a Senior Fellow at the Alliance for Peacebuilding, and a Senior Associate at 
Protect the People, he served in multiple United Nations field missions in civilian and military capacities. He has 
appeared on 60 Minutes, PBS Newshour, and French Arte TV, and writes for Foreign Policy, The Huffington Post and 
other publications worldwide. 


