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Charles W. Mitchell : Travels through American History in the Mid-Atlantic: A Guide for All Ages  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Travels through American 
History in the Mid-Atlantic: A Guide for All Ages: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Regional Travel Guide Both Useful and InspiringBy HoodlumA 
tour d'horizon that is also a tour de force: This book is a perfect blend of history, travel, and excellent writing. The 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1421415143


result is a book for the whole family--a guide that is truly useful, enjoyable, and inspiring. In fact, I was inspired to 
learn much more about sites that are almost in my own backyard. Two specific ways in which the author accomplishes 
this feat are (1) through a tone that is never pretentious or condescending but always warm and welcoming; and (2) 
through a judicious, informed, and up-to-date grasp of historical sources and evidence. Thus a splendid achievement: 
highly readable, utterly reliable, and strongly recommended. Moreover, the maps, by Elizabeth Church Mitchell, are 
first-rate: clear and helpful.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Great FindBy SSilvermanA well 
woven simultaneous walk through the present and the past. A must read for any history buff looking to make the most 
of visiting the historical sites of the mid-Atlantic region.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. great 
descriptions, directions, and tipsBy mary anne lowerplanning a long road trip to this area--thing this is one of the best 
specific tour book I've ever read--can't wait til I get to see these places so lovingly described!

Winner of the Society for American Travel Writers Lowell Thomas Travel Journalism 2016 Gold Award in the 
Guidebook CategoryFew regions of the United States boast as many historically significant sites as the mid-Atlantic. 
Travels through American History in the Mid-Atlantic brings to life sixteen easily accessible historical destinations in 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Washington, D.C., the Potomac Valley, and Virginia. Charles W. Mitchell walked these 
sites, interviewed historians and rangers, and read the letters and diaries of the men and women who witnessedand at 
times madehistory. He reveals in vivid prose the ways in which war, terrain, weather, and illness have shaped the 
American narrative. Each attraction, reenactment, and interactive exhibit in the book is described through the lens of 
the American experience, beginning in the colonial and revolutionary eras, continuing through the War of 1812, and 
ending with the Civil War. Mitchell contrasts the ornate decor of Philadelphias Independence Hall, for example, with 
the passionate debates that led to the Declaration of Independence, and the tranquil beauty of todays Harpers Ferry 
with the trauma its citizens endured during the Civil War, when the town six times fell to opposing forces. Excerpts 
from eyewitness accounts further humanize key moments in the national story. Hand-drawn maps evoke the historical 
era by depicting the natural features that so often affected the course of events. This engaging blend of history and 
travel will appeal to visiting tourists, area residents seeking weekend diversions, history buffs, and armchair travelers.

"Mitchell combines a regional travel guide with direct quotations, immediate revelations, and stories that illuminate 
the deeper historical context of each selected site. He has sought out engaging reenactments and the best exhibits, 
where remarkable artifacts and excellent displays bring history alive. This is more than sightseeing." (Kathryn 
Schneider Smith, author of Washington at Home: An Illustrated History of Neighborhoods in the Nations 
Capital)About the AuthorCharles W. Mitchell is the editor of Maryland Voices of the Civil War, also published by 
Johns Hopkins, winner of the Founders Award from the Museum of the Confederacy. A former travel writer for the 
Baltimore Sun, he and his wife, Elizabeth Church Mitchell, live in an eighteenth-century stone farmhouse in Parkton, 
Maryland. 


