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Max R. Cleintuar : Travels for Tridacna: a novel based on more than thirty years of geological work for a 
multinational oil company  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Travels for Tridacna: a novel based on more than thirty years of geological work for a multinational oil 
company: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An eye opener and an absolute must!By Marjon van den BergI have 
never realized that, to find a new oil or gas field in our energy hungry world, there was so much at stake for a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=9085483735


petroleum geologist. Living in todays materialistic world, it was also comforting and inspiring to read about the 
authors love for all aspects of Nature, and his admiration for the greatness of the earth. Moreover - and this is to the 
best of my knowledge as a regular book reader - , it is the first time an oil explorer writes so openly about his long 
multinational career, describing not only the technicalities of his work, but also the very personal aspects that directly 
affected his family life.In short: Travels for Tridacna is a book very different from what I have seen of comparable 
subjects before!

Written in a narrative and deeply personal form, the book relates how the primitive technology that was used to find 
oil has changed to the sophisticated use of computers, Global Positioning Systems, and advanced seismic techniques. 
From the jungles of Sumatra, via the forbidden deserts of North Africa and the Near East, to the frigid barrens of 
Svalbard, the author recounts the trials and joys of a career he loved. The books current version in English is largely 
based on the authors own translation and partial rewriting of the Dutch original first published in 2005.

About the AuthorMax Cleintuar was born in 1929 in the former Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia). Of mixed French-
Dutch-Indonesian descent, he opted for the Dutch nationality. In 1946, less than a year after the end of the war in the 
Pacific and in the midst of Indonesias struggle for independence, Max left the country for a chance at a better 
education in the Netherlands. He graduated from the International Centre for Aerial Survey and Earth Sciences in 
Delft and did part of his advanced geology studies at the University of Leyden. From an inexperienced young graduate 
student to a seasoned Senior Lecturer, the stories chronicle a career spanning over 30 years as a petroleum geologist 
with Royal-Dutch Shell. Max has co-authored a number of scientific papers during his long career. He is a widower 
who now lives in Amsterdam where he enjoys writing, painting, playing the piano, and visiting his kids and grandkids. 


