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As the articles reprinted in this volume demonstrate, medieval men and women were curious about the world around 
them. They wanted to hear about distant lands and the various peoples who inhabited them. Travellers' tales, factual 
such as that of Marco Polo, and fictional, such as Chaucer's famous pilgrimage, entertained audiences across Europe. 
Colorful mappaemundi placed in churches illustrated these other lands and peoples for those who could not read. 
Medieval travel literature was not only entertaining, however, it was also informative, generating proto-ethnological 
information about the world beyond Latin Christendom that provided useful guidance for those such as merchants and 
missionaries who intended to travel abroad. Merchants learned about safe travel routes to foreign lands, about dangers 
to be avoided on the roads and at sea, about cultural practices that might interfere with their attempts at trade, and 
about products that would be suitable for foreign markets. Churchmen read the reports of missionaries to understand 
the beliefs of Muslims and other non-believers in order to debate with them and to learn their languages. These articles 
illustrate how travellers' reports in turn shaped the European response to the world beyond Europe, and are set in 
context in the editor's introduction.

'Editor James Muldoon, who is also co-editor for the series, has woven a tapestry of essays that offer substantial 
insight into the perception of non-Europeans not only in medieval Europe but also in the academic discourse from the 
past half-century... The articles are well chosen and illustrate a cross-section of scholarship on intellectual curiosity 
over the past sixty years.' Terrae IncognitaeAbout the AuthorJames Muldoon is Professor Emeritus, Rutgers 
University, and Invited Research Scholar at The John Carter Brown Library at Brown University, USA 


