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Tom Feiling : Short Walks from Bogot: Journeys in the New Colombia  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Short Walks from Bogot: Journeys in the New Colombia: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. very helpful in understanding ColombiaBy Rita RichardsonI read 
this book after living in Colombia for four months, and found it both enjoyable and some ways enlightening. Colombia 
is a complex, complicated country, and Feiling's book strikes a good balance between description and analysis. We 
tend to think of the violence in Colombia as a result of guerrillas vs. the Army, and this book convincingly shows the 
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huge role of paramilitary right wing groups in destabilizing society.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Very worthwhile primer on modern Colombia. Lots to wade ...By adambelzVery worthwhile primer on modern 
Colombia. Lots to wade through in the chapters about the paramilitaries and the guerrillas, and I would have wished 
for more discussion of Colombian life and its cities, but clearly those are important issues and I found the book 
helpful.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Highly RecommendedBy Davie ImmonenVery interesting 
and informative book that is easy to read and provides very good information about the recent history of Colombia and 
the current culture and flavor of Bogota and other unique areas around the country. I read it in preparation for my first 
trip to Colombia and felt very much up to speed on the culture and recent history of Colombia. Highly recommend.

For decades, Colombia was the "narcostate." Now it's seen as one of the rising stars of the global economy. Where 
does the truth lie? How did a land likened to paradise by the first conquistadores become a byword for hell on earth? 
And how is it rebuilding itself after decades of violence? Writer and journalist Tom Feiling has journeyed throughout 
Colombia, down roads that were until recently too dangerous to travel, talking to people from former guerrilla fighters 
to nomadic tribesmen and millionaires. Vital, shocking, wry, and never simplistic, Short Walks from Bogota unpicks 
the tangled fabric of Colombia to create a stunning work of reportage, history and travel writing.

"Creates a portrait of Colombia that is perceptive, unsensational, and full of humanity. . . Feiling is a brilliant reporter, 
lucid, unflinching, morally engaged, and with an occasional deadpan sense of humour. . . one of the most consistently 
intelligent and compelling books to have appeared on any South American country in recent years." Independent 


