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Al M Ph D Rocca : Shasta Lake: Boomtowns and the Building of the Shasta Dam  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Shasta Lake: Boomtowns and the Building of the 
Shasta Dam: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. BoomtownsBy InTheSun13Very cool historical photos!0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Photographs of my Grandpa KortuemBy D. IrvingWe stopped by the Big Dipper 
in Shasta Lake for lunch and saw a well worn copy of this book. While leafing through it my Mom found photo's of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=153161423X


her Dad throughout the book. We bought it from and have been enjoying it ever since. She and her siblings were 
raised on 3-4 different dams as my grandfather moved them from one to another. She was 9 years old when he began 
working on Shasta; the book has reminded her of many wonderful childhood memories! Doreen0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Really cool bookBy Teri AntognazziI bought this book for my husband on a whim 
because he doesn't read books of any kind. I thought it would be cool since we both grew up in the area. He lived in 
"Central Valley" now none as Shasta Lake City and I grew up in Buckeye and Summit city. As my husband was 
looking at all the pictures he noticed a picture of his moms house which is now his, taken in 1946.

When national newspapers reported in 1938 that a large dam would be built in northern California, hundreds of job-
seeking families streamed into Shasta County. Shasta Dam would be America's last large concrete dam and would take 
years to build, offering employment for those fortunate enough to secure a construction job during the Great 
Depression. Captured here in over 200 rare photographs is the story of the building of Shasta Dam, the boomtowns 
that resulted from its construction, and the residents who made the Shasta Lake region what it is today. America's 
master dam builder Frank T. Crowe and his band of dam builders diverted the Sacramento River and began the 
massive job of excavating millions of yards of dirt and rock. Meanwhile, boomtowns housing dam workers and their 
families rapidly expanded, developing both commercial and residential zones. Work on the dam was completed in 
1945 and the question arose: Would the boomtowns survive? Featuring images from the United States Bureau of 
Reclamation and the Shasta Lake Historical Society, this new book focuses on both towns that no longer exist and 
some that still thrive, including Redding, Toyon, Shasta Dam Village, Project City, Summit City, and Central Valley.

About the AuthorAuthor Al Rocca is a professor of education at Simpson College in Redding and a part-time history 
instructor at Shasta College. This is his first Images of America title with Arcadia. 


