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Heinrich Harrer : Seven Years in Tibet (Cornerstone Editions)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Seven Years in Tibet (Cornerstone Editions): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A glimpse of Tibetan life in the 1940sBy F. MoyerThis book has 
two distinct parts: [1] the difficult journey that Heinrich Harrer (author) and Peter Aufschnaiter had reaching the 
Tibetan capital, Lhasa and [2] Heinrichs experiences and observation of Tibetan life while living in Lhasa.In the first 
part, their difficulties were many and it was, among other things, fortuitous breaks in the weather and chance 
encounters with kind Tibetan nomads that allowed them to even survive the journey. During this time, you see how 
difficult it was to travel at the top of the world, and you get a glimpse of the lives of the average Tibetan.In the second 
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part, Heinrich (and Peter) soon become welcome guests of the Tibetan upper class. At this point, the book switches to 
glimpses of the life of the upper class, the religious pageantry displayed for the devout (and superstitious) multitudes 
and cloistered life of the Dali Lama.The book ends with the Chinese conquest of Tibet and so the start, I assume, of 
the wholesale dismantling of the rich historical Tibetan culture described in this book.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. A very pleasant surpriseBy CustomerFor various reasons I was reluctant to start reading this 
book. However, once I started reading it, I could not put it down.The author obviously loved Tibet. You can feel his 
love of this country and the respect of its traditions and people.Very educational and enlightening book.I am amazed at 
what he and his friend had to endure in order to achieve their dream of seeing the Forbidden City.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. A truly wonderful and heartbreaking account.By T. HamiltonAt once a marvelous 
adventure story and anthropological study of Tibetan culture and customs before China's brutal cultural genocide. Herr 
was one of very few Europeans to not just visit this mysterious Himalayan land, but to live, work and blend into the 
very life of Lhasa, "The forbidden city", and capital of Tibet. Whereby becoming not only a tutor, but life long friend 
of the XIV Dalai Lama.

The astonishing adventure classic about life in Tibet just before the Chinese Communist takeover is now repackaged 
for a new generation of readers.In this vivid memoir that has sold millions of copies worldwide, Heinrich Harrer 
recounts his adventures as one of the first Europeans ever to enter Tibet and encounter the Dalai Lama.

.com Originally published in 1953, this adventure classic recounts Austrian mountaineer Heinrich Harrer's 1943 
escape from a British internment camp in India, his daring trek across the Himalayas, and his happy sojourn in Tibet, 
then, as now, a remote land little visited by foreigners. Warmly welcomed, he eventually became tutor to the Dalai 
Lama, teenaged god-king of the theocratic nation. The author's vivid descriptions of Tibetan rites and customs capture 
its unique traditions before the Chinese invasion in 1950, which prompted Harrer's departure. A 1996 epilogue details 
the genocidal havoc wrought over the past half-century. One of the grandest and most incredible adventure stories I 
have ever read.The New York Times Book First there is the incredibly adventurous twenty-onemonth trek across 
rugged mountain and desolate plain to the mysterious heartland of Tibet; then the fascinating picture, rich in amazing 
detail, of life in Lhasa. . . . Final chapters draw an intimate portrait of the youthful Dalai Lama.The Atlantic 
MonthlyLanguage NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: German 


