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Heritage Room Committee : Scituate, Rhode Island (Images of America (Arcadia Publishing))  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Scituate, Rhode Island 
(Images of America (Arcadia Publishing)): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Interesting PhotographsBy Merilee MulveyThe Heritage Series 
books always have wonderful photographs, but there is very little text of historical information. It would be nice if 
there was more historical text about how the towns started. Overall, though, the series is pretty good and gives a quick 
visual overview of the town, city, or subject being covered.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0752409794


Scituate, Rhode Island, was first inhabited by the Nipmuc and Narragansett Indians. The first white settler, John 
Mathewson, came in 1694 and found a land of many ponds and streams. More emigrants came from Massachusetts in 
the early 1700s, and the town was incorporated in 1731. These hard-working settlers made their living from the land, 
coaxing apples, corn, and potatoes to grow from the hilly androcky soil. Scituates plentiful water resources brought 
manufacturing to the area in 1806, and 16 villages developed around the many mills that were established here. 
Scituates abundant water supply also made it the chosen site for a reservoir to provide water for the growing needs of 
the city of Providence. By 1915, the City of Providence began to condemn by eminent domain over 25 square miles of 
Scituates land area. Upon completion in 1926, the reservoir had flooded the villages and changed the way of life for 
the townspeople forever. The history of these so-called lost villages has not been shown in pictures before. Here, 
Heritage Room committee members Shirley D. Arnold, Eleanor R. Guy, and Ruth S. Rounds tell the story of the 
people who lost everything and how Scituate became what it is today.
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