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George R. Jezek, Roger M. Showley, George Ross Jezek : San Diego: Views of Past and Present  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised San Diego: Views of Past and 
Present: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. My review of San DiegoBy Ronald DominguezI tend to buy the 
books "past and present" because I am a model builder and these books often give me good ideas about many of the 
cities I am interested in both for historical and geographical purposes.I ordered the book on San Diego because I had a 
very old book about the city that was badly outdated and I was curious to see how the city had changed from "then". I 
have never been to San Diego so my knowledge of it was minimal.This book is an excellent book about the city. It is 
beautifully illustrated and the contrasts between then and now stunning. The photographer did an excellent job of 
matching up the areas of the photos. If you are interested in getting an excellent book about San Diego I believe you 
will be pleased with this book.My only complaint, and it is a minor one, is that the book is written by the perspective 
of an "insider" and they talk about places like everybody knows the area they are talking about. To an outsider like 
myself you are left a bit mystified because you don't really get an idea where some of the places are. "IF" the book had 
a map showing numbers where each photo was taken that would give you a great idea of the areas but sadly that is not 
the case. In spite of this, if you are looking for an excellent photo book of San Diego you will not be disappointed with 
this book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very intresting historical perspectiveBy Thomas BoydI got 
this primarily as a picture book - I lived several places over the years in San Diego county. I saw the book at a 
boutique during a visit and put it on my wife's gift list. Very happy I decided to purchase. The pictures tell a very 
interesting story, but the descriptions and historical vignettes are well-researched and are the gem in this book. If you 
like this region's history - or just like seeing before and now picture comparisons, this is an excellent source. Highly 
recommended.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A good quality bookBy WSBramsonGreat pictures 
and a great idea to show past and present locations. This idea has been copied and used by others.Think he could do an 
update to this book.
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San Diego Then Now is the premiere photographic and narrative book to the visual growth of this picturesque 
Southern California city. San Diego, America's sixth largest city, was a strictly small-town place a century ago. 
Farming was fundamental to the country's economy and the environment had barely felt man's imprint. To appreciate 
the vast changes that have occurred over time is the purpose of this book. The seventy pairs of color and black and 
white photographs-historic and contemporary-show what once was and is now. From downtown's grimy waterfront to 
rural quaint villages to suburban population centers. San Diego has seen all this and more. And yet, some things, like 
the coastline, forests and sunny clime have hardly changes at all. Enticing text describes each picture then and now 
with the names of each place, the date it was taken, and where it is located. George R. Jezek, is a native San Diegan 
and a professional photographer with a B.A. from the Brooks Institute of Photography in Santa Barbara. He developed 
the idea for San Diego Then Now after attending a lecture on western ghost towns and began researching and 
identifying interesting historical photos from the San Diego Historical Society archives. He then sought out the 
locations where the images were taken decades ago in order to capture in beautiful full color a record of the sites as 
they are today. Roger M. Showley, fellow native San Diegan and staff writer for the San Diego Union-Tribune and 
author of two histories of San Diego, collaborated on the project, providing introductory text and picture captions.


