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Jennifer A. Garey : San Diego's Naval Training Center (Images of America: California)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised San Diego's Naval Training Center (Images of 
America: California): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Boot camp in the old days at NTC San DiegoBy LeonidesBoy o 
Boy, did this book bring back some wonderful memories. I went to boot camp there in 1970. It's now 2013 and it was 
yesterday all the memories that came rushing back. It was tough, it was long(26Wks)and it was defining. It made a 
man out of me, gave me purpose and direction in and for the rest of my life. My Company Commander (navy D.I.) 
was old school and a sailor to the core. He became the surrogate father I never had and he was all over me like a $3.00 
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suit. But when I graduated I knew he was as proud of my accomplishment as I was. I'm getting old and my memory is 
not what it used to be, but I have never forgotten my "Chief" and I never will. In my eyes he was the Naval Training 
Center. That's what this book brings back to mind. The entry of a punk smart mouthed kid, and 26 weeks later, the 
emergence of a young man with discipline, goals, objectives, pride, honor and love of Country and the United States 
Navy. If you're a swabby or squid,and you completed boot at San Diego you owe it to yourself to purchase and 
throughly read and enjoy this book. I highly recommend it to all, sailors and family so everyone can understand how 
their "sailor" became the man he did. REDDOGG0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ENJOYED BOOK 
VERY MUCHBy RICHARD HAMPSONENJOYED BOOK VERY MUCH, BROUGHT BACK A LOT OF 
MEMEORIES. I ATTENDED BOOT CAMP HERE FROM FEB THRU APRIL 1967 WHILE IN THE NAVY. I 
WAS STATIONED AT NORTH ISLAND WITH VS-35 FROM 1967 THRU 1970.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. I really like the series as I have purchased others as wellBy william brennanSpent the summer here 
many years ago. I really like the series as I have purchased others as well.

San Diegos Naval Training Center (NTC) was commissioned on June 1, 1923, and for 70 years served as a young 
recruits introduction to a naval career, beginning with nine weeks of basic orientation and organization training 
(BOOT) camp. Originally consisting of 135 acres adjacent to San Diego Bay, NTC eventually expanded to almost 550 
acres with 300 buildings, landscaped promenades, parade grounds, and a concrete training non-ship, the USS Recruit 
(a.k.a. USS Neversail), where recruits learned their first duties of seamanship. Advanced training schools were later 
added for military personnel learning specialized duties. After training hundreds of thousands of recruits, NTC was 
officially closed on April 30, 1997, and has since been transformed into San Diegos new and vibrant cultural center, 
Liberty Station.
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