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Marq Hirtle, Sheila De Villiers: Sahara: thelife of the great desert before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sahara: the life of the great desert:

A glittering geographic tour of the remarkable history, peoples, climate, creatures, sights and sounds of the largest and
most austere desert on earth.Ten thousand years ago, the Sahara was a temperate grassland - petrified trees mark where
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forests used to stand, and former riverbeds are rich in the petrified bones of hippos, elephants, zebras and gazelles.
Then adlight shift in the earth's axis transformed it into the greatest desert in the world with astonishing speed.Massive
sand dunes are continuously formed and dissolved by fierce winds, making the ever-shifting topography of the desert
more uncertain and hazardous to navigate. The inhabitants of this desolate terrain barely eke out a living. Throughout
the millennia, diverse populations have struggled to make this severe landscape home. Marq de Villiers and Sheila
Hirtle chronicle the desert's nations and peoples and legacies they have left to the sand: stone circles older than
Stonehenge; Roman aqueducts,; remnants of Greek fields and vineyards, and the ruins of palaces and temples aong the
Royal Road, aonce busy trading route for gold and salt, resources that fuelled the economies of the great empires of
Old Africa before centuries of conquests, religious wars and tribal turf battles destroyed them. Illuminated by written
testimonies of past travellers, "Sahara conveys the majesty, mystery and abundance of the desert'slife in an evocative
biography of the land and its people.

"A fascinating, revelatory view of what still remains one of the world's least known and most misunderstood regions
Anthony Sattin, Sunday Times'It is the writers experiences with the people of this wilderness, so well presented here,
that inspire awe...Michael Palin may have sexed-up the Saharain the tie-in to his TV programme, but this book is the
more satisfying read.' Danny McElhinney, Ireland on Sunday"A fascinating portrait of an extraordinary place." Michael
Kerrigan, Scotsman'| felt areal affinity with de Villiers and Hirtle as | began their new biography of the desert...To do
justice to a contemporary understand of this desert, itslong history and complex geography, de Villiers and Hirtle have
been thorough in their research. With...broad perspective, the authors weave together the ongoing life of a desert that
isforever changing.' Nigel Winser, New ScientistAbout the AuthorMarq de Villiers was born in South Africaand is
the author of seven books on exploration, history, politics and travel, including Water: Our Most Precious Resource
(which won Canada's prestigious Governor-Generals Award), Down the Volga and Into Africac A Journey Through
the Ancient Empire, written with SheilaHirtle. De Villiers and Hirtle live in Lunenburg, Nova Scatia.



