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Helen Constantine : Rome Tales (City Tales)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Rome Tales (City Tales): 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Generally forgettableBy A readerThese stories have obviously all 
been translated by British translators, and as a result, the Italian slang in many of the stories is rendered as British 
slang, which I found very jarring. Some of the tales were fairly interesting, others a snooze.0 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. This is a pretty good example of thatBy CustomerSome times short story writes seem to feel 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199572461


obligated to be a little weird. This is a pretty good example of that.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. 
Nice Little Stories Giving Various Glimpses of Roman LifeBy FrankThese stories have no theme that I could pick up 
on. I like that. It's something new and different for each. I imagine myself sitting in a minor, undisturbed piazza for the 
2-3 minutes of reading

Presenting a vivid mosaic of dramatic, comic, and tragic stories, all set in the Eternal City, these twenty absorbing 
tales capture the delight of discovering and exploring one of the world's most beloved cities. Spanning seven hundred 
years, this marvelous collection includes works by Italian authors ranging from Boccaccio and Casanova to Pier Paolo 
Pasolini and Alberto Moravia. Rather than being ordered chronologically, old and new appear alongside one another, 
reflecting the dual identity of Rome as both an ancient city that is one of the wonders of the world, and a thriving, 
modern metropolis. The tales are wonderfully varied in style, tone, and subject matter: a notorious Spanish prostitute 
in Renaissance Rome endures a public hiding without flinching; Pope John Paul II uncovers a vast conspiracy against 
him; a medieval revolutionary demagogue suffers almost the same fate as Mussolini. Each story is illustrated with a 
black-and-white photograph and there is a map of Rome to help readers locate the sites featured in the text.

"Rome Tales offers a scintillating range of writing." --Benjamin Ivry, The Star-LedgerAbout the AuthorHelen 
Constantine has published many volumes of translated stories, and edits the international magazine Modern Poetry in 
Translation. Hugh Shankland lived several years in Rome before founding and heading the Italian department at 
Durham University. 


