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Lisa Foster : Rocky Mountain National Park: The Complete Hiking Guide  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rocky Mountain National Park: The Complete Hiking 
Guide: 

20 of 21 people found the following review helpful. Comprehensive, but weirdly organizedBy BMHWhen hiking in 
the mountains, one of our essential questions relates to elevation gain: how high is the trail head and how much higher 
is the destination? Rather than include elevation gain -- and distance -- with the trail descriptions, the author put this 
key info in an appendix at the back of the book. I've never seen another trail guide do this. When trying to decide 
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which hikes to do, we were constantly flipping back and forth between the descriptions and the appendix; we just 
started handwriting the elevation and distance next to the descriptions. The book is exhaustive, but not as easy to use 
as it could have been.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. but this is a hard read when compared with 
something like David Day's CO and UT worksBy FindailSeems accurate, but this is a hard read when compared with 
something like David Day's CO and UT works. What's hard to read? The text is small (older eyes here), so it is not 
"fun" to read at home and useless to me in the field. I can get the topo-map based map slices illustrating the trails 
elsewhere, and the little slices of them used are busy. I'm donating this as I can't use it.2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. We took this with us on a recent trip to Rocky Mountain NP and didn't find it to be very 
useful. The organization of the book itBy LauraWe are frequent hikers and own a lot of hiking guides. We took this 
with us on a recent trip to Rocky Mountain NP and didn't find it to be very useful. The organization of the book itself 
meant that you had to flip back and forth between sections to find what you were looking for. The descriptions of 
hikes were basic at best and really didn't provide us with the information we were looking for. If you are just interested 
in knowing the locations of trail heads and what trails leave from that trail head and you don't mind a lot of flipping 
back and forth this book would work for you. We ended up just using our trail map and will buy a different book for 
our next trip.

The complete experience of hiking Rocky Mountain National Park has finally been captured in one comprehensive 
volume. All 400 named features in the Park are explored and two-thirds of this book covers off-trail hikes not 
commonly found in guidebooks. Extensively field-checked and accompanied by striking photography and USGS 
maps, this amazing collection draws upon Foster's over 7,000 hours of backcountry expertise. From casual strolls to 
class 4 climbing, no other book has tackled the entire park in such an in-depth and exciting way.


