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John Paul Gries : Roadside Geology of South Dakota  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Roadside Geology of South Dakota: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Understandable Geoscience for the Layman that is also good 
information for the knowledgeable scientistBy Fireman721I used this book as we drove E-W across SD from Sioux 
Falls to Rapid City and beyond. As in all the roadside geology series the writing is aimed at the interested layman 
which includes plenty of basic geology principles along with detailed geologic information using the geology of the 
state as the foundation for the presentation. I am a trained geoscientist by background and find the information 
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presented in the book useful and accurate. The only detraction is that the book is relatively old (1996) so doesn't cover 
some of the most recent petroleum industry in this part of the country--hence only 4 stars. But if you have an interest 
in understanding the whys of the scenery you are passing,even if you are not a scientist, these books are really the 
ticket. Makes the time go by a little faster too!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The go-to book for SD 
geology.By CustomerIf you have any interest in South Dakota geology, this is the book to own. How do I know this? 
Nearly every rock shop owner I know recommends this book, and has his or her own well used and dog eared copy. It 
is written in a way that will educate the layman, and is a joy to read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Four StarsBy Carbon12An interesting read but some of it seems a little dated.

South Dakota fills the landscape with geologic diversity, from the glaciated rolling prairies in the east, across the 
Missouri River, and west to the rugged Badlands Wall and granitic domes of the Black Hills. Written for the layperson 
and amply illustrated with photographs, maps, and diagrams, this book describes and interprets the rocks and 
landforms visible along the state's highways and the geology that lies hidden beneath prairie sod and in caves and mine 
shafts. Included are geologic tours of the Black Hills, Mount Rushmore National Memorial, Badlands National Park, 
Wind Cave National Park, Jewel Cave National Monument, and many other points of interest.

"This book is in-depth reading for anyone whose interests lie in geology and the way the earth works." --Eclectic Book 
sAbout the AuthorJohn Paul Gries began teaching geology at South Dakota School of Mines in 1936 and continued his 
work as a professor emeritus and consulting geologist until his death in 2003. He wrote ninety-two publications and 
technical reports and was honored for his extensive studies in groundwater. 


