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Bradford B. Van Diver : Roadside Geology of New York  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Roadside Geology of New York: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Carbon12An interesting read but some of it seems a 
little dated.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Great companion piece if you travel on NY roadsBy 
AnnaHave you ever driven through New York State and have wondered where all those varying rock formations came 
from? Believe it or not, but New York was a rockin' place for last 500,000,000 years - earthquakes, towering 
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mountains, sandy beaches, and deep oceans...and all of this happened north of New York City!This book is a great 
introduction to the world of geology in New York, and it covers the roads many of us travel daily. It does help to have 
some prior knowledge of eras, periods, and epochs...however these are all outlined before you get to the preface of the 
book, so study these before diving in to read about your part of the state.This, and other books like it, make for great 
learning if you are just traveling through with children under 18. You may end up taking roads other than the 
Thruway!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Little on mineral resources or collecting areasBy Robert G. 
DunnBook is well illustrated and useful but I was particularly interested in mineral resources, petroleum, metals and 
industrial minerals, and found virtually nothing related to mineral resources. The Balmat, Edwards district was a 
significant zinc producing area and wasn't mentioned. Also little information on mineral collecting areas, only the 
Herkimer quartz crystals. .

Road by road, the author carefully points out in layman's terms the complex bedrock geology and glacial sculpture that 
combine to create the many landscapes of New York. Anyone interest in geology, general natural history, geography, 
or history of New York will find this book an indispensable and enjoyable reference at the most fundamental level.

"The book is rich in photographs, diagrams and sketches. . . . It is like having Van Diver along for the ride, directing 
and explaining . . . the expert at your elbow." --The ConservationistAbout the AuthorBorn in 1927 in Orlando, Florida, 
Bradford B. Van Diver lived in New York state until age 18. He graduated from the University of Colorado where he 
began a history of rock climbing, initiating first ascents on Longs Peak and the Flatirons with his climbing partner. He 
earned his PhD from the University of Washington. He taught at the Universities of Colorado, Washington, as Guest 
Professor at Munich, Germany, and retired as emeritus professor of geology at SUNY Potsdam where he taught for 24 
years. He was the author of six books, primarily for the laymen, one of which was a photographic album of geology as 
art. He was an avid photographer, mountaineer, hiker, woodworker, kayaker, skier, and world traveler. He was a 
member of the Adirondack Mountain Club, the Colorado Hiking Club, and the Carolina Mountain Club as well as a 
member of the Adirondack 46ers and the AMC 111 Club, a group that has climbed all 111 peaks in the Northeast over 
4000. He was a long-term member of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Canton, NY and of the Asheville Church. 


