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Michael R. Kelsey : River Guide to Canyonlands National Park and Vicinity  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised River Guide to Canyonlands National Park and Vicinity: 

6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. comprehensiveBy J. LenzoI'm torn. The author is very thorough. No 
doubt about it. But the design is painfully bad, and by that I mean an impediment. Navigating this book, and 
everything by this author, is a painful process. Every page is so dense and tight that you'll find yourself using your 
finger to keep track of what line you're on. Thoroughly exhausting! But if you are in the market for the details covered, 
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they are all there. I will say that it is a bit disproportionately focused on recent white history involving ranchers and the 
like and a little thin on the millennia before that.0 of 3 people found the following review helpful. boring experiences. 
The maps are incomprehensible and the descriptions ...By Caitlin WilkesIncredibly dense and poorly written with way 
too many historical citations and references to "the author's" personal, boring experiences. The maps are 
incomprehensible and the descriptions of hikes, trails, ruins, etc are stupefying and stupid. Good for fire starter 
though.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. love it or hate itBy Sean D. NevesPeople are always in two 
camps with Kelsey's books: love it or hate it. I have personally found his guides to be indispensable tools that can be 
used to great advantage if used correctly. His "feature books" like this one and his Jack Watson's Ibex Country book 
are sort of journalistic efforts with lots of interviews and history. This book has some really cool info on past river 
barges, mining operations, mothballed dams and murders. Many people complain about his maps (they are primitive 
and folksy). He makes it very clear that they are NOT a substitute for proper navigation tools. In this case, the 
Canyonlands river guide and attendant BLM 7.5 minute maps and/or USGS 100k series are recommended. So if you 
are armed with the right maps, his maps serve as incredible resources, showing rock art, mining history, river 
inscriptions, and most importantly WATER BETA. If you ask me, his books are worth buying for water beta alone. He 
is a polarizing figure in the Utah back-country but nobody else has been more places in more seasons than this guy. 
Just be sure to buy the right maps to go along with the books.

Featuring: hiking, camping, geology, archaeology and steamboating, cowboy, ranching trail building history.
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