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Paul Theroux : Riding the Iron Rooster: By Train Through China  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Riding the Iron Rooster: By Train Through China: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. China through the eye of a master!By Ross W. BealesThis is a 
wonderful book that takes one on a rail adventure in a China that seems so far in the past compared with today's 
boisterous prosperity. Theroux has a keen eye for so much that is interesting in a rapidly transforming China. And his 
sometimes fellow travelers and guides are described and occasionally skewered with deft prose. Even if you never go 
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to China, you will immensely enjoy this narrative.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
jjagbFast and easy! A+++0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Well worth the read regardless if you have 
traveled to China.By NatalieTheroux divulges a few personal theories as a result of his travel that I enjoyed. He said 
that with so many travel books written about China his books are more telling of his character than anything else.

Paul Theroux, the author of the train travel classics The Great Railway Bazaar and The Old Patagonian Express, takes 
to the rails once again in this account of his epic journey through China. He hops aboard as part of a tour group in 
London and sets out for China's border. He then spends a year traversing the country, where he pieces together a 
fascinating snapshot of a unique moment in history. From the barren deserts of Xinjiang to the ice forests of 
Manchuria, from the dense metropolises of Shanghai, Beijing, and Canton to the dry hills of Tibet, Theroux offers an 
unforgettable portrait of a magnificent land and an extraordinary people.

"[Theroux's] books have enriched the travel literature of this century...China, with its guard down, its buttons undone, 
and its fingers greasy, looks even more magical with a little of its mystery revealed." USA Today"[A] very funny, 
beautifully written, wonderfully observant, and deeply insightful description of the vagaries of life and politics in 
China." -- Conde Nast Traveler"Fascinating...the portrait that emerges is a luminous, almost uncanny, and situationally 
accurate one. Theroux is particularly good at catching the surreal quality of China." The Miami Herald"Theroux's 
genius is in his clear-eyed rendition of a fresh world and the deeper observations he attaches to it." The Chicago 
Tribune 


