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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Guide to the National 
Park Areas: Western States, 8th (National Park Guides): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. worthless in the WestBy A CustomerThis book has so many faults 
and so few good points that it is difficult to know where to start with a review. To begin with, there is no index. An 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0762729899


inexcusable oversight, in my opinion. Next there are the "detailed" maps of the parks. None of these has topography, 
so if you look at the Grand Canyon, you are not able to tell where the Phantom Ranch is in relation to the canyon 
depths. Is it at the bottom of the canyon (yes, it is)or on the North Rim? The maps don't have a legend on each map, 
but there is an overall legend at the front of the book, necessitating constant referral back to the legend page when you 
need to look up symbols on the maps. There is just no excuse for this in today's world of computer graphics and 
desktop publishing. In addition to these faults, the text itself is far too spare. Many parts of the parks mentioned are so 
cursorily reviewed, that to anyone who hasn't visited Lake Mead, for instance and seen for themselves, would never 
know from the book that there are large tracts in the Recreation Area on the Utah (North Rim) side of the Grand 
Canyon. Descriptions run to a couple of paragraphs, with precious little information of any value. All in all, I would 
not recommend this book to anyone who is at all interested in any aspect of the National Parks and Monuments. I was 
very disappointed.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. worthless in the WestBy MisterseaThis book has 
so many faults and so few good points that it is difficult to know where to start with a review. To begin with, there is 
no index. An inexcusable oversight, in my opinion. Next there are the "detailed" maps of the parks. None of these has 
topography, so if you look at the Grand Canyon, you are not able to tell where the Phantom Ranch is in relation to the 
canyon depths. Is it at the bottom of the canyon (yes, it is)or on the North Rim? The maps don't have a legend on each 
map, but there is an overall legend at the front of the book, necessitating constant referral back to the legend page 
when you need to look up symbols on the maps. There is just no excuse for this in today's world of computer graphics 
and desktop publishing. In addition to these faults, the text itself is far too spare. Many parts of the parks mentioned 
are so cursorily reviewed, that anyone who hasn't visited Lake Mead, for instance and seen for themselves, would 
never know from the book that there are large tracts in the Recreation Area on the Utah (North Rim) side of the Grand 
Canyon. Descriptions run to a couple of paragraphs, with precious little information of any value. All in all, I would 
not recommend this book to anyone who is at all interested in any aspect of the National Parks and Monuments. I was 
very disappointed.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Must -Have BookBy Don SilsbeThis is a great 
foundational book for a collection on national parks monuments. It has the basic information (and more) on all the 
western parks monuments, maps, and a few bw photos. I already had the sister publication on the eastern half. I needed 
this, because we're exploring that area soon. In other words, it's a must-have in my library.

From day trips to Fort Bowie National Historic Site in Arizona to a longer vacation at Grand Teton National Park in 
Wyoming, there are many opportunities to enjoy the great outdoors in America's national parks.

"Anyone who plans to visit a number of national parks should own these books."--Wildlife Activist"[This book is 
beautiful and intriguing, even if you have no plans to travel to any of the listed destinations. [It] seems indispensable in 
its breadth of experienced knowledge and attention to detail."--Times (Valdosta, Ga.)"Offers excellent encouragement 
for leaving the beaten path of overcrowded tourist areas and getting back to America's Treasures."--Hudson Valley 
magazine 


