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Harvey Butchart : Grand Canyon Treks  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Grand Canyon Treks: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Extreme Grand Canyon HikingBy Desert Dogs2This is basically a 
reprint of Harvey Butchart's original 3 booklets (which I had at one time) with some additional information added. The 
information is very sketchy and should not be used as a guide to hiking in the Grand Canyon. However, it is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0964753022


interesting from a historical point of view and as a general introduction to a particular area. Anyone interested in 
Harvey Butchart will likely find this book interesting. I read it with a topo map at hand to help me follow (in a general 
way) where Harvey went.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Accurate book... PRE-GPS!By 
BoredHikerI feel that the author of this book really knew his stuff. The depth of description in which he delves into is 
amazing! He does not miss out on anything too small... in fact that is why I am giving this a 4 star review. I am an avid 
backpacker on the east coast with little-to-no experience with the Grand Canyon. The book assumes you are at least 
familiar with the area. That being said, he assumes so much familiarity that the book leaves out... i hate to say it... a lot 
of information on the trails of the area. I'd referrer this book to someone comfortable with their canyon experience and 
familiarity with the area. This book is a great source of off trial dayhikes, amazing caves, and too much history to 
mention! I'd give it 5 stars but for now with my experience with the canyon I'm going to have to give it 4. BTW got it 
used in FANTASTIC condition... 5 Stars for the seller!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
Jerry B-N CalJust what i was looking for delivered on time.

This is the 2006 3rd printing and updated reprint edition of Harvey Buthcart's original book, Grand Canyon Treks: 
12,000 Miles Through the Grand Canyon which was edited and reviewed by Harvey Butchart in 1996, professional 
geologist and NAU alum Andy Zdon (author of Geology of the Las Vegas Region, published by the American 
Institute of Professional Geologists) and the Grand Canyon NPS Backcountry office. It is the first time the Yosemite 
Decimal system was applied to Butchart s routes. When Harvey Butchart arrived in Flagstaff, Arizona from Iowa just 
after the end of World War II, he had only seen pictures of the Grand Canyon in books. Soon, he made his first trip 
there and was hooked. For 40 years, the mathematics professor from NAU, later called the undisputed king of extreme 
and obsessive Grand Canyon hiking by Backpacker Magazine, hiked more than 12,000 miles into remote and 
previously uncharted Canyon territory recording his routes on detailed maps and in journal entries. From Lee's Ferry to 
Lake Mead, Harvey Butchart was credited with finding more than 116 new approaches to the Colorado River and with 
summiting 83 of the 138 named peaks in the Canyon, 35 of those being first ascents. In Grand Canyon Treks, Butchart 
shares his pioneering explorations with entirely new generations of Grand Canyon adventurers.

Harvey Butchart is the undisputed king of extreme and obsessive Grand Canyon hiking. --Backpacker Magazine, June 
2000I had underestimated him. No individual had ever travelled so much of the Grand Canyon. --Franois LeydetI set 
about tracking down the experts . . . I discovered that they totaled one . . . Harvey Butchart --Colin FletcherFrom the 
PublisherOnly a few thousand people visited the Grand Canyon each year when Harvey Butchart first started hiking 
there. Many of those early visitors rarely ventured below the Rim unless it was in the guarded safety of a guided mule 
train. Over the years, their numbers have grown dramatically, with nearly five million people a year now visiting the 
South Rim alone. Of those, approximately 60,000 make it into the Grand Canyons backcountry more than 1.2 million 
acres of wild and rugged terrain, where traditional trails are virtually non-existent, and are replaced by cross-country 
routes through serpentine chasms carved out of rock hundreds of millions of years old. The closest thing resembling a 
trail might be an old, winding prospectors track which hasnt seen a man-made improvement in almost a century. Many 
of Harvey Butcharts routes drop down cracks in steep ravines and traverse narrow ledges with nothing more than 
meager finger-holds with which to balance ones weight. They follow faint game trails, tight twisting side canyons and 
boulder clogged, vertical-walled creek beds. There are dead-ends at dry waterfalls and false starts at a canyons edge. In 
many cases, back-tracking is required. Water is very scarce; and, at least three quarts to four gallons, depending on the 
route and trip duration, should be carried if springs are unreliable or unknown. Nature, powerful and unsettled, is 
constantly changing the appearance of these routes. Over the years, floods and fluctuating water flows on the Colorado 
River have changed the landscape along the river itself. Beaches are created and swept away. Debris flows may fill the 
mouth of a canyon with boulders and rocks standing twelve feet high, only to be washed away by a flash flood a few 
months later. Rockslides have wiped away portions of old foot trails or blocked them with slabs of fallen rock. 
Experienced canyon hikers or mountaineers who have hiked in rugged desert terrain will understand what it takes to 
plan and commit to a trip in the remote backcountry of the Grand Canyon. The ability to read a 7.5 minute topographic 
map and to use a compass for navigation; experience in route finding; good physical conditioning and endurance; 
carrying the right equipment; competent climbing ability; comfort on exposed rock and the ability to decipher vague 
routes through the constantly changing shape of the land are just some of the skills needed for this kind of travel. 
Hiking with companions, experience and skill can make the difference between life and death. Long hard days, heavy 
loads of water, and challenging, rugged terrain these are the primary characteristics of Harvey Butcharts routes. In the 
autumn of 1945, as the aspen trees turned gold on the Colorado Plateau and the Second World War came to an end, 
Harvey Butchart took what was to be the first of hundreds of hikes in the Grand Canyon. During the next forty years, 
he would walk over 12,000 miles, log more than 1,000 actual hiking days and record his experiences in a notebook. He 
developed a keen eye for being able to identify routes through uncertain terrain and hiked to places in the Grand 
Canyon that no contemporary had previously visited or has been to since, according to many. Even today, Harvey 
Butchart continues to influence generations of canyon hikers who follow in his footsteps. There is no question the 



mathematics professor from the heartland is the father of contemporary Grand Canyon hiking. Nearly four thousand 
years ago, prehistoric people who were the descendants of the Paleoindians, the oldest known cultural tradition in 
native North America, made the first impression on the Grand Canyon. Subtle reminders of these ancient people and 
those that followed them are hidden within the vast, endless miles of inner gorge, vertical cliffs and blue-green water a 
hand print on the overhang of a cliff, a split-twig figurine in the dark recesses of a cave, or steps cut into a vertical wall 
of rock. John Wesley Powells exploration of the Colorado River in 1869 was responsible for initiating a flurry of 
activity in the Grand Canyon throughout the second half of the 19th century, and well into the 20th. Men and women 
attempted to turn dreams into personal fortune or fame often at the Canyons expense, and many met with 
disillusionment or tragedy. Prospectors, developers, railroad men and every possible kind of promoter wandered 
through the Canyon with the thought of turning its immense natural beauty into personal fortunes and glory. Tourists 
and hikers eventually discovered the Grand Canyon, and many of these later visitors, unlike their predecessors, came 
solely for the experience of enjoying its awesome natural beauty and solitude. During the years of the Great 
Depression, exploration of the Grand Canyon backcountry was sporadic at best, with attention still focused on the 
water the Colorado River. It wasnt until the end of World War II, that a new age of backcountry discovery and 
exploration prevailed. Harvey Butchart and his wife, Roma, with their two children, moved from Iowa to Flagstaff 
with the expectation that the drier climate of the Arizona desert might cure his daughters asthma. Harvey had accepted 
a position as a mathematics professor at Arizona State College at Flagstaff, which would later become Northern 
Arizona University. Not long after arriving in Flagstaff, he made his first trip to the Grand Canyon. For the next forty 
years, Harvey would spend nearly every day off, weekend and holiday driving from Flagstaff to the Grand Canyon. 
Until he was 70, he hiked in the Grand Canyon throughout the year, though there were times when, despite the fact 
that he seemed to tolerate heat better than most, he was so weakened by it that he had to sit down for awhile beneath 
whatever shade he could find. In later years, most of his Canyon hiking was done during the cooler temperatures of 
winter. His knowledge of elusive springs was so thorough, that he rarely carried more than two gallons of water as a 
buffer between them. With the exception of water, lightweight was the way he preferred to travel. He didnt carry a 
tent, preferring to sleep on an air mattress beneath the starry skies. He ate sandwiches of white bread and margarine, 
snacks of peanuts and prunes. The heaviest object in his pack was a flannel-lined Dacron sleeping bag, the kind used 
for car-camping. He eventually upgraded to a lightweight down bag. When it did rain, he covered himself with a 
plastic tarp and slept safe and dry on his air mattress while the water puddled around it. At night, while lying in his 
sleeping bag, he listened to the mice scamper across the pots and pans. Harvey Butchart climbed 83 of the 138 or so 
named Grand Canyon summits. Twenty-five of those were first ascents. Credited with finding some 116 approaches to 
the Colorado River, he kept detailed trail notes and marked his routes on a set of Matthes-Evans Grand Canyon maps, 
the only complete map of the area available at that time (significant updates have been made on more recent maps). Of 
all the trails he hiked, the engineering of the Kaibab impressed him the most as did the beauty of the North Rim Trail. 
Nankoweap Mesa provided his most solitary wilderness experience. Scattered pot sherds and the absence of man-made 
cairns suggested that he may have been the first to walk the mesa since the ancients. His favorite personal achievement 
was being able to locate Royal Arch Creek, which wasnt on the old Matthes-Evans map. He had great physical 
endurance and speed, and could complete in one day, what would take most people two or three. -- Wynne Benti, 
PublisherFrom the AuthorThis may be the place to say something about my role in Grand Canyon lore. When our 
daughter developed hay fever in Iowa, I welcomed the opportunity to teach mathematics at Northern Arizona 
University in the dry desert climate. At first, the Canyon was just another place to hike along with the Rockies and the 
San Francisco peaks in the Flagstaff area. However, the challenge of discovering new routes through the cliffs became 
an obsession, and finding ruins, waterfalls and natural bridges became the lure. I felt like I was part of a chain that 
dated back to prehistoric Indians and Spanish explorers. I read all the books about the Canyon that I could find, while 
Dock Marston and Plez P.T. Reilly gave me suggestions for doing the legwork for their chronicles. By 1963, Colin 
Fletcher referred to me as the one who really knew the Canyon and had kept a journal of what was to be enjoyed there. 
John Annerino called me the father of modern Grand Canyon hiking. The park rangers were always appreciative since 
I gave the research library a copy of my hiking logs and large maps showing where I had been. I only wish that my 
predecessors Hance, Bass and the Kolbs had left such records, and I certainly regret that my immediate mentor, Merrel 
Clubb, hadnt documented his trips. Walt Wheelock was the initial inspiration for my effort to get something in print 
about my Grand Canyon wanderings, and Wynne Benti proposed to give it new form and a new lease on life. I was 
glad to accept Wheelocks offer to publish what I had learned, as it was my hope that what I had learned would not die 
with me. Still, my book is intentionally sketchy so the reader might have to do a little guessing about the details. I 
dedicate this book to all who enjoy the Grand Canyon, and to those who may use this book to enhance their own 
Canyon experience. --Harvey Butchart 


