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Don Maguire: Gila Monsters and Red-Eyed Rattlesnakes: Don Maguire's Arizona Expeditions, 1876-1879
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Gila Monsters and Red-
Eyed Rattlesnakes: Don Maguire's Arizona Expeditions, 1876-1879:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you enjoy SW historyBy Explorer3If you enjoy SW history, this
first person account is remarkable. Maguire's writing is entertaining and interesting. There are few accounts of this


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0874805376

nature so well written.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Great Arizona HistoryBy Susan MooreThis
book was very interesting and entertaining. | like it because it was about Arizona history that you never read in
school.l would recommend this book to anyone who enjoys history.

Don Maguire's narratives of his three remarkable trading expeditions through Utah, Nevada, California, Arizona, and
Mexico during the years 1876-1879 are original and colorful contributions to the literature of the American West.
While we know a good deal about other types of Western traders - such as the great fur companies or the settled Indian
traders - the life of awandering peddier among the mining camps and Indian tribes of the Southwest islargely a
historiographical blank. Now, this book opens alarge window into the experiences of an itinerant peddler. It was
Maguire's genius to recognize a brief window of opportunity for trading in the Southwest. He realized that Arizona's
mining districts - and those of agood part of Nevada and eastern California - were well populated, yet poorly supplied.
And he saw that the barrier presented by hostile Indians, while still significant, had lowered enough to admit with
reasonable risk a cautious and well-armed party of traders. This opportunity would only last afew years, for the
railroads al so perceived the economic potential of the region and were moving in. But Maguire was much more than
just an entrepreneur with an eye for the main chance. He obviously enjoyed cutting profitable deals, but he al'so
considered himself a student and used histrading as away to help facilitate and pay for archaeological and
anthropological investigations. Above all, though, Maguire is an eloguent and entertaining reporter. Colorful
expressions, unsentimental assessments of the people encountered, the toils and dangers of the journey with its lurking
bandits and red-eyed rattlesnakes, and the joys of awarm campfire on a starry Arizona night all emerge memorably
from Maguire's pen. His unwavering sense of humor is a constant source of delight.



