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Dervla Murphy : Full Tilt: Ireland to India with a Bicycle  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Full Tilt: Ireland to India with a Bicycle: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Such a long journey....By Susan RegeInteresting tale of a plucky 
lady who makes an unbelievably long journey on a bicycle and comes out relatively unscathed. Along the way, she 
depends on the kindness of strangers and is never disappointed. Surprisingly, she finds that the poorest are the most 
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generous. She has a good word for the people of most races - Persians,, Afghans and Pakistanis but Indians don't seem 
to find much favour. The book is also readable for the its descriptions of the beautiful landscapes of Eastern lands.3 of 
3 people found the following review helpful. Unusual journey to IndiaBy Joan McIvan"Full Tilt" - a very interesting 
account of Author's bicycle journey from Ireland all the way through Europe and over towards and ending in India, 
with no companions. Her account of Afghanistan was the most fascinating part of the book for me, and her delight in 
these people was lovely to read. I would have preferred better maps, those provided are unsatisfactory and I thought 
somewhat vague. Dervla was very brave, respectful, curious, but somewhat naive and even foolhardy at times; cycling 
over one mountain range she could have died of hunger because it was totally uninhabited and she was unable to get 
food or shelter. Of course, she didn't cycle ALL the way to India, she got rides along the way. The thing that would 
strike a reader today, is her casual smoking, and exchange of cigarettes for the hospitality so generously given along 
the way as people refused to take her money. We must remember her experiences back then, in the 1940's could not be 
duplicated today because of the increase in guns, drugs other dangers. For that reason, if no other, this is a very 
interesting book, by a most brave and courageous woman.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great 
Adventure StoryBy Ginger WheatI love reading of true life adventures that people get themselves into. This was fun 
reading in that she didn't write it as a BOOK but as a report to friends of her experiences. Although I am sure there 
were edits along the way, you really don't get the idea that she is altering the story in any way to please the reader. I 
greatly admire her braveness and tenacity as she accomplishes feats I don't even dream of trying!

Originally published in 1965, it is the diary of her bicycle trek from Dunkirk, across Europe, through Iran and 
Afghanistan, over the Himalayas to Pakistan and India. Murphy's immediate rapport with the people she alights among 
is vibrant and appealing and makes her travelogue unique. Venturing aloneaccompanied only by her bicycle, which 
she dubs Rozthe indomitable Murphy not only survives daunting physical rigors but gleans considerable enjoyment in 
getting to know peoples who were then even more remote than they are now.--Publishers Weekly. ""This book 
recounts a trip, taken mostly on bicycle, by a gritty Irishwoman in 1963. Her route was through Yugoslavia, Turkey, 
Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and ended in New Delhi. She carried a pistol, got sunstroke, and suffered the usual 
stomach disorders. She endured bad accommodations but reaped much local hospitality, too, including a dinner with 
the Pakistani president. Most of the book concerns the high mountain country of Afghanistan and Pakistan...A spirited 
account.""--Library Journal.


